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The S.I. Newhouse School of Communications will begin offering an online digital communications masters degree in
July. Anthony Rotolo, creator of #TrekClass and #WhoClass at Newhouse, is the new master's program director.
(Mike Greenlar / The Post-Standard.)

By Dave Tobin | dtobin@syracuse.com 
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on January 27, 2015 at 8:03 AM, updated January 27, 2015 at 10:08 AM

SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- Several hundred more students a year could soon be pursuing
a master's degree from Syracuse University's S.I. Newhouse School of Public
Communications.

The school is launching it first-ever online digital media master's degree, aiming
to enroll several hundred students. For a school that now enrolls some 260
master's and doctoral students a year, the impact could be significant, offering a
financial boon for the school.

Currently the school receives some 750 to 1,000 applications each year for 250
spots in its residential master's degree program on campus, according to the
school's website.

The first class online cohort will start in July. Registration is now open.

The program is being called
Communications@Syracuse, and will be
directed by Anthony Rotolo, who left
SU's iSchool last year to join Newhouse
to start up and direct this program, he
said.

Rotolo, 34, a native of Rome, is
something of a celebrity on campus and
beyond. He has taught a course on Star
Trek, and is currently teaching a free,
non-credit course on Doctor Who, a kind

of hybrid massive open online course, or MOOC. Rotolo's Newhouse profile
describes him as "a technologist and futurist ... a leading expert on digital
technologies, including social media and 3-D printing." He has spoken on
technology at the United States Senate, NASA's Johnson Space Center, the South
by Southwest Interactive Festival and the Star Trek Convention in Las Vegas.

The Doctor Who class, or #WhoClass on Twitter, has some 200 students who
attend weekly, half of whom are not SU students, Rotolo said. Another 3,000 are
registered to take it online. As a free class, it is a kind of marketing sampler of
what Newhouse could offer in its full, paid version graduate program, said Rotolo.
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"It gives a taste of what we can do," he said.

David Rubin, former dean of Newhouse, will co-teach the First Amendment Law
course in the online program.

"I think it will clearly extend the Newhouse brand to people who cannot or choose
not to enroll for the residential program," he said. "If the program is of high
quality, it will enhance the brand. If not, it won't. We intend that it will."

For the new graduate program, Newhouse is partnering with 2U, Inc., a publicly
traded provider of online programs.

SU's Martin J. Whitman School of Management began partnering this month with
2U, offering an online MBA degree program. Whitman's new MBA with 2U has a
first class of 108.

SU's online graduate programs charge the same tuition or more than the on-
campus rate of $1,341 per credit. Whitman charges the same. Newhouse's rate
will be $1,818 per credit, or $60,000 for the 33 credit-hour degree.

There's no semester-long housing cost and no on-campus fees for technology or
health services. But there will be travel and lodging costs for Newhouse's
program, which will require two long weekends a year, one at Syracuse and one in
another city, likely New York, said Rotolo.

The Newhouse program will operate in 11-week sessions, in which students can
take one or two classes. New students can start during any of those sessions,
Rotolo said. Newhouse faculty will teach all the classes. Students will be required
to log in at least once a week at a specific time to participate in a real-time class.

All classes, whether focusing on multimedia storytelling, social media or digital
communications systems, will have a "huge digital emphasis," said Rotolo.

2U incorporated in 2008. SU is one of 12 schools it works with, which includes the
University of Southrn California, Northwestern University, Georgetown University
and Washington University in St. Louis School of Law, where SU's Chancellor Kent
Syverud was dean before coming to SU.

The company helps market the online programs, recruit students, develop
content and provide support to faculty and students. It also facilitates in-program
field placements, student immersions and other student enrichment experiences,
according to a company report. The company estimates the average time from a
student's initial enrollment to graduation is roughly 2.5 years. Eighty-two percent
of students who began in any 2U program have graduated or are still pursuing
their degree.

The company has incurred significant net losses since its inception, with an
accumulated deficit of $124.8 million as of Sept. 30, 2014, according to a report.

"We will need to generate and sustain increased revenue levels in future periods
to become profitable, and, even if we do, we may not be able to maintain or
increase our level of profitability," the company wrote in a U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission filing.

The Newhouse program will be 2U's first graduate offering in digital media.

Contact Dave Tobin anytime: Email | Twitter | Facebook | 315-470-3277
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This is a terrible idea. Graduate school is serious - and part of the experience and the out
come is taking seminars with other students. To sit at home in front of a computer, rather than
going to real classes, meeting with faculty advisors and being involved in one's field,
is not my idea of Graduate or Professional School. This sounds like a lazy way to get a
worthless degree.  And it does make $$$ for the School. Dismiss it from your mind,
GnuHouse.

The only people who find having a Masters is relevant, are other people who have a Masters.

I'll hire intelligence over education every day of the week.

Jan 29, 2015

Flag

Bonducca
@Cynicuse  This sounds like class-envy to me. By the time one is in Graduate
School, intelligence is no longer in question. Most of the students who went to
graduate school manage to combine both quite easily. I'd rather hire both in the
same person.

No matter the details, you must take one fact in mind first. No matter the school of higher
education, its all about the dollar. State or private, they all need to make money. And because
of that, its not in the best interest of any college to issue a degree without squeezing every
penny out of its students weather its a resident or non-resident program.

I was kind of excited about this program until I got to these two details of the article. 

1) $1818 per credit and you don't even step foot on campus.  Terrible.  If anything, it should
cost less, not more. 

2) The mandatory "long weekends" on-campus in Syracuse AND in New York City... same
thing with another SU grad program I was considering.  I don't have the time to travel -- that's
one of the major selling points of online classes in the first place: NOT being required to be in
a specific place at a specific time.  Even if it's just a "long weekend," that's still time people
would need to take off work to be there.

Schools need to understand, people seek online programs because they have jobs, they
have kids.  They can't be pulled away from work and parenting to attend class.  The point of
online classes is to be able to do them on your own schedule, when you don't have any
competition for your time.

Awesome! 

Are the big Star Trek and Dr. Who companies hiring right now? 

Jan 29, 2015

Flag

Bonducca
@marymc607 This is a non-class class.

No Fair!  They should have to pull on boots and gloves and trudge through the slush and ice
like we did!  And they should have to carry heavy books and manuals.  And they should have
to take their exams in cold classrooms with paper and pencils.

And don't even get me started on 7:00 a.m. classes!

And classes based on popular tv series?

This just isn't right!

Jan 29, 2015

Flag

Bonducca
@XL  Graduate schools don't have 7 A.M. classes. The faculty doesn't like those
early hours any more than the students. The early - 8 A.M. - classes are    for
undergraduates.
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