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The Doctor (Matt Smith) in a scene from the television
series. HANDOUT Photo by Adrian Rogers, BBC

A class on the BBC television series Doctor Who
is coming to Syracuse University this
spring semester, and will also be open online
(for free!) to any members of the public
interested in the course.

The class will be taught by Anthony Rotolo, a
professor at the S.I. Newhouse School of Public
Communications at Syracuse University, where
he also serves as the director of the online
master in communications program.

According to the course’s website, “This free,
open course o�ers students an incredible adventure through space and time as we explore the
history, evolution and cultural impact of the long-running BBC program, Doctor Who.”

After creating a Star Trek course in 2010, Rotolo says he brainstormed other ideas for a
comparable course to teach.

“Doctor Who has a very long legacy as one of the longest-running TV programs of all time,” Rotolo
says. “It gives us the ability to look at many di�erent periods of post-war history and much of the
mass media era.”

Another special feature of the course is the opportunity to examine the British media culture,
which Rotolo says is usually “not something we talk about in class.”

Rotolo says the course will also re�ect on the way media has evolved since Doctor Who premiered
about 50 years ago — from being able to watch an episode only once on television to buying
episodes of the series on VHS or streaming them online.

“This is a series that has had several periods of fandom,” he says. “We’re time-traveling like ‘the
Doctor’ to these di�erent periods and have knowledge of what it was like during that time.”

Rotolo, who began to develop the course a year ago, says the class will mainly consist of live
screenings and social media interaction during the airings of the episodes. As the professor,
Rotolo says he will guide the conversation on social media and have students use a consistent
hashtag to share their thoughts and observations.

“It makes it a lot of fun,” he says. Before social media, “we would have had to watch something in
silence and talk about it afterwards, but now there’s a real-time way of talking about it.”

Students will also be assigned contextual readings on historical topics and science �ction issues,
Rotolo says.

“The goal of a class like this is always to look at the historical and cultural signi�cance, reapply it to
now and allow the content to raise questions of things going on in our own time,” he explains.

The course was open to 200 students at Syracuse University in all levels and majors to take in-
person, which quickly �lled on the �rst day of course registration at SU, Rotolo says.

However, promising for “a truly global experience,” the class is free and open to any member of
the public online by simply signing up.

Juan Rangel, a junior studying television, radio and �lm at Syracuse University, says he hoped to
take the course in-person but had to resort to the online option due to a con�ict with another
class.

As a newer fan to the show, he says he wants to learn more about the program’s history and the
older episodes previous generations have seen.

“I’m a huge Doctor Who fan,” Rangel says. “It’s one of the few classes that’s completely catered to
one thing and it’s your interest – nothing can go wrong with this class.”

Kristen Eskow is a broadcast and digital journalism major at Syracuse University.
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USA TODAY College is closing
News· 5:51 pm EST September 18, 2017 · Holly Epstein Ojalvo and Taylor Maycan

Farewell from USA TODAY College.

How to choose a student credit
card
News· 10:46 pm EST September 14, 2017 · NerdWallet

Pick the one that’s right for you.

A new tactic to teach freshmen
about sexual assault: theater
CAMPUS BEAT· 5:57 pm EST September 14, 2017 · Jeanine Santucci, Georgetown
University

At some schools, the question of how to engage students on sexual
assault is answered in the theater.

Awe-inspiring dorm rooms of
Instagram 2017

Father bikes 1,400 miles to hear
his daughter's beating heart
again

Want Bon Jovi to perform at
your graduation? Then get on
this

How I turned a healthy habit I
dreaded into a part of my
weekly routine
CAMPUS LIFE· 6:16 pm EST September 13, 2017 · The Muse

You can do it.

A DACA student shares her fears
for the future
MULTIMEDIA· 1:56 pm EST September 13, 2017 · Ramsey Touchberry, University of
Florida

Ramsey Touchberry interviews a DACA student at University of
Florida.

Here's how much security costs
when an incendiary speaker
comes to campus
CAMPUS BEAT· 11:00 am EST September 13, 2017 · Megan Schellong

UC Berkeley is bracing for conservative speaker Ben Shapiro. They’ve
been here before.

A DACA student shares her fears for the future
By: Ramsey Touchberry, University of Florida 1:56 pm EST September 13, 2017
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Here are the highlights of the
2018 U.S. News & World Report
college rankings
COLLEGE CHOICE· 12:01 am EST September 12, 2017 · Susannah Hutcheson

Where does your school stack up in the new U.S. News & World
report rankings?

The top 10 Taylor Swift music
videos, ranked
OPINION· 4:23 pm EST August 31, 2017 · Susannah Hutcheson

A de�nitive ranking of 10 of T Swift’s videos. Don’t @ us.

How two public California
universities handled a surprising
influx of freshmen
News· 4:47 pm EST August 30, 2017 · Megan Schellong

A few factors led to Cal Poly and UC Irvine being surprised with
larger-than-expected freshman classes.

The ways colleges are helping
with Harvey relief will inspire
you
News· 2:43 pm EST August 30, 2017 · Holly Epstein Ojalvo

Local colleges and schools across the country are pitching in to help
after #HurricaneHarvey.

3 interview mistakes you
probably can't recover from
CAREER PATH· 10:15 am EST August 30, 2017 · The Muse

Here’s a sure bet that you bombed.

Your coffee habit might be
lowering your GPA
CAMPUS LIFE· 7:00 am EST August 30, 2017 · USA TODAY NETWORK Ashley May, USA
TODAY

Put down the venti and pick up a pencil — your grades may just rise.

5 torture-free ways to save up to
$1,000 by the holidays
CAMPUS LIFE· 4:00 am EST August 30, 2017 · NerdWallet

Get started now so your stocking can be full of cash come December.

LGBT college students, here's a
scholarship contest just for you
CAMPUS LIFE· 10:00 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Susannah Hutcheson

It’s called Live Proud on Campus.

15 must-know questions and
answers about the FAFSA
COLLEGE CHOICE· 9:30 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Student Loan Hero

Overwhelmed by FAFSA? Start here.

Free speech on campus? Not for
adjunct faculty, it seems
News· 6:13 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Kellie Bancalari

It’s becoming familiar: adjunct professor says something o�ensive,
gets �red.
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For the first time, West Point's
top cadet is a black woman
News· 5:00 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Tom Vanden Brook, USA TODAY

A black woman is leading cadets at West Point for the �rst time in its
215-year history.

Instructor calls Harvey 'karma'
for Texas Republicans. University
fires him.
News· 3:51 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Ramsey Touchberry, University of Florida

The professor was “relieved of his duties.”

University of Miami to cover all
expenses for eligible DACA
students across Florida
News· 1:12 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Annika Hammerschlag

Starting next fall, the University of Miami is expanding its �nancial aid
program.

Ohio State rates No. 1 in the first
re-rank of the college football
season
News· 12:00 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Paul Myerberg, USA TODAY Sports

The Buckeyes come out on top.

Here's how to help victims of
Hurricane Harvey
News· 8:00 am EST August 29, 2017 · Federico Martinez, San Angelo (Texas)
Standard-Times

From donations to volunteering, here’s how you can help.

How Texas universities are
coping with Harvey
News· 9:48 pm EST August 28, 2017 · Susannah Hutcheson

From school closures to �ooded buildings, here are how some Texas
colleges are faring in Harvey’s wake.

Study: Using emojis in email
makes you look dumb
CAMPUS LIFE· 8:30 pm EST August 28, 2017 · Brett Molina, USA TODAY

Turns out that you may not want to add that smiley face to your
email signature after all.

6 ways to make your dorm room
more eco-friendly
CAMPUS LIFE· 2:18 pm EST August 28, 2017 · Suzy Le Bel, University of Missouri

Most college students agree: Global warming is serious. Here’s what
you can do about it.

Washington Monthly's 2017 best
colleges list has some surprises
COLLEGE CHOICE· 1:18 am EST August 28, 2017 · Susannah Hutcheson

From Texas A&M to American Intercontinental University, the Best
College Guide from the Washington Monthly is here.

What happens when porn
becomes our sex ed
LIFESTYLE· 10:30 am EST August 27, 2017 · The Lala

It’s not like it is in the porno movies.

The surprising truth about how
the average American family
pays for college

See all Job listings

Enter Email for News Alerts Subscribe

Marketing Coordinator 

Posted in Part-Time Jobs

Educational Programming
Intern in San Francisco,...

Posted in Part-Time Jobs

Part-time or Full-time Valet
Attendant at Hospital

Posted in Part-Time Jobs

Digital Media Sales
Development Role in NYC

Posted in Part-Time Jobs

Systems Analyst 

Posted in Internships

GET TOP STORIES DELIVERED
WEEKLY

CORRESPONDENT PROGRAM

CONTACT US

 

JOBS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS

Log In

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/08/25/west-point-top-cadet-black-woman/601963001/
http://college.usatoday.com/category/news-2/
http://college.usatoday.com/author/tom-vanden-brook-usa-today/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/08/25/west-point-top-cadet-black-woman/601963001/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/29/university-fires-florida-professor-harvey-texas-republicans/
http://college.usatoday.com/category/news-2/
http://college.usatoday.com/author/touchberryvic3001/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/29/university-fires-florida-professor-harvey-texas-republicans/
http://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/education/2017/08/25/university-miami-cover-all-expenses-eligible-daca-students-across-florida/578147001/
http://college.usatoday.com/category/news-2/
http://college.usatoday.com/author/annika-hammerschlag-annika-hammerschlagnaplesnews-com-239-213-6066/
http://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/education/2017/08/25/university-miami-cover-all-expenses-eligible-daca-students-across-florida/578147001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/ncaaf/2017/08/28/ohio-state-rates-no-1-re-rank-college-football/607237001/
http://college.usatoday.com/category/news-2/
http://college.usatoday.com/author/paul-myerberg-usa-today-sports/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/ncaaf/2017/08/28/ohio-state-rates-no-1-re-rank-college-football/607237001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2017/08/25/heres-how-help-victims-hurricane-harvey/603879001/
http://college.usatoday.com/category/news-2/
http://college.usatoday.com/author/federico-martinez-san-angelo-texas-standard-times/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2017/08/25/heres-how-help-victims-hurricane-harvey/603879001/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/28/how-texas-universities-are-coping-with-harvey/
http://college.usatoday.com/category/news-2/
http://college.usatoday.com/author/susiebhutch/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/28/how-texas-universities-are-coping-with-harvey/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/talkingtech/2017/08/25/study-using-emojis-email-makes-you-look-dumb/601089001/
http://college.usatoday.com/category/campus-life/
http://college.usatoday.com/author/brett-molina-usa-today/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/talkingtech/2017/08/25/study-using-emojis-email-makes-you-look-dumb/601089001/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/28/6-ways-to-make-your-dorm-room-more-eco-friendly/
http://college.usatoday.com/category/campus-life/
http://college.usatoday.com/author/suzy-le-bel-university-of-missouri/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/28/6-ways-to-make-your-dorm-room-more-eco-friendly/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/28/washington-monthlys-2017-best-colleges-list-has-some-surprises/
http://college.usatoday.com/category/college-choice/
http://college.usatoday.com/author/susiebhutch/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/28/washington-monthlys-2017-best-colleges-list-has-some-surprises/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/27/what-happens-when-porn-becomes-our-sex-ed/
http://college.usatoday.com/category/lifestyle-2/
http://college.usatoday.com/author/the-lala/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/27/what-happens-when-porn-becomes-our-sex-ed/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/26/the-surprising-truth-about-how-the-average-american-family-pays-for-college/
http://college.usatoday.com/2017/08/26/the-surprising-truth-about-how-the-average-american-family-pays-for-college/
http://college.usatoday.com/student/jobs
http://www.uloop.com/view_external_link.php?listing_id=599484003&source=usatoday
http://college.usatoday.com/student/part-time-jobs
http://www.uloop.com/view_external_link.php?listing_id=653110117&source=usatoday
http://college.usatoday.com/student/part-time-jobs
http://www.uloop.com/view_external_link.php?listing_id=660401792&source=usatoday
http://college.usatoday.com/student/part-time-jobs
http://www.uloop.com/view_external_link.php?listing_id=609423677&source=usatoday
http://college.usatoday.com/student/part-time-jobs
http://www.uloop.com/view_external_link.php?listing_id=652003575&source=usatoday
http://college.usatoday.com/student/internships
http://college.usatoday.com/correspondent/
http://college.usatoday.com/contact-usa-today-college/
http://www.uloop.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://college.usatoday.com/
http://www.facebook.com/usatodaycollege
http://www.twitter.com/usatodaycollege
http://instagram.com/usatodaycollege


COLLEGE CHOICE· 1:30 pm EST August 26, 2017 · Student Loan Hero

College is expensive. But doing your research can save you a lot of
money.

How I ditched debt: Getting an
education in student loans
CAMPUS LIFE· 8:00 am EST August 26, 2017 · NerdWallet

The Frugal Feminista got rid of $65,000 in debt — and you can, too.
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