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Going to class in your sweats or pajamas may be so freshman year, but for graduate students this
is so not a problem.

That’s because starting in July, Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse School of Public
Communications will o�er a Master of Science in Communications completely online.

The renowned communications school partnered with 2U Inc., a cloud-based, software-for-service
platform in order to develop Communications@Syracuse. This is 2U’s �rst collaboration with a
communications school.

“It’s like doing Syracuse without the snow,” says Anthony Rotolo, a professor in the Newhouse
School and director of the online program. “We have a lot of people who want to get credentials in
communications but can’t go back to school. This is the best education they can get and don’t
have to stop what they’re doing (because it’s online).”

The Newhouse School is consistently ranked among the top journalism schools in the world.
“Newhouse made sure that we weren’t going to do this program and put our name on it if
students weren’t going to have a good experience and learn what they are supposed to learn
here,” says Rotolo. “It’s a big challenge, but it’s doable. The courses are very current and designed
to continuously be updated.”

RELATED: Online courses are here to stay

Newhouse Dean Lorraine Branham conceived the idea about four years ago in order to help
students keep up with the constantly evolving media landscape. “What we are doing is re�ecting
the fact that in this digital world, people are doing communications work that blurs lines —
touches in PR, content production, journal, ad. It’s essentially communications work for people
that didn’t start out as communications people,” says Rotolo. “We have a lot of people who want
to get credentials in communications but can’t go back to school. (Now they can get) the best
education they can from Newhouse and don’t have to stop what they’re doing.”

Communications@Syracuse students will most likely have worked professionally for about 5-10
years and are looking to update their digital skills, but cannot physically get to campus. “They still
have to be smart, bright people to get into the Newhouse School, we’re not changing the rules
about that,” says Amy Falkner, senior associate dean for Academic A�airs.

Communications@Syracuse is broken down into three concentrations: advertising, public
relations and journalism innovation. Each week there is one live session for an hour and 45
minutes in a Brady Bunch-like frame, allowing the professor and students – there will be up to 12
in each class — to all see each other simultaneously on the computer screen. The platform has
capabilities like screen sharing, document collaboration, and the professor can even “send people
to classrooms,” as in break the class into groups and give them all private screen time together to
host discussions and meetings. Students also have the option to type questions that will appear
on the professor’s monitor as he/she is teaching, asking a teacher to elaborate or go back to
something without interrupting class. Rotolo says the platform is very similar to Facebook in that
there are commenting and “liking” features. On top of all that, there are weekly assignments done
at home that require students to apply what they’ve learned to their professional settings.

“You can’t hang out in the classroom and pretend you’re not there,” says Falkner. “It’s going to be
very interactive and provide that individual attention Newhouse proudly provides.”
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There is an orientation scheduled at the beginning of the course, where students learn how to use
the technology and polish their existing social media and digital skills. O�ered classes include
digital communication systems, web and mobile development courses, journalism innovation,
multimedia storytelling, 3D printing and classes experimenting with augmented reality.

RELATED: 5 colleges you didn’t know o�ered online degrees

Jen Corletta, a senior public relations major at the Newhouse School, says going to graduate
school was never on her radar, but this new program could cause her to reconsider. “I love that it
incorporates advertising and journalism because now more than ever you are expected to
integrate all of those things into your career, making it much more bene�cial than just a PR
degree,” says Corletta. “It’s just more realistic for the real world.”

According to Falkner, the applicant pool will be a little di�erent than the residential grad program,
though getting in will be equally as competitive. Each year, the Newhouse School accepts
approximately 200 out of 1,000 applications for its graduate program and 300 for 5,000
applications of undergraduates.

“There are a lot of things that you can do with this medium that you can’t do in the classroom,”
Rotolo says. One professor plans to design his multimedia storytelling class as if students are
watching a television show about how to how to �lm a television show. When he teaches his
lesson on camera angles, for example, there will be a scenario setting such as a card game where
he the camera �lming him will actually be changing to the angles he is talking about so that
students can see and understand. In a real classroom, not everyone could crowd around a
monitor to see this. “It’s literally immersing students into the content,” says Rotolo. “These classes
certainly won’t be boring.”

Corletta anticipates that the most bene�cial aspects will be the opportunity to collaborate with
people from all di�erent career paths. “Just like how you learn more from a two-month internship
than you do from a semester-long class, as you get older you learn more from people and their
di�erent ways of thinking and doing,” she says.

The application deadline is May 8, 2015, and the �rst class will begin in July. To learn more, follow
@SyracuseComm on Twitter and hashtags #SyracuseWithoutSnow and 2U’s #NoBackRow.

Paige Carlotti is a senior at Syracuse University and a fall 2014 Collegiate Correspondent.
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News· 2:43 pm EST August 30, 2017 · Holly Epstein Ojalvo

Local colleges and schools across the country are pitching in to help
after #HurricaneHarvey.

3 interview mistakes you
probably can't recover from
CAREER PATH· 10:15 am EST August 30, 2017 · The Muse

Here’s a sure bet that you bombed.

Your coffee habit might be
lowering your GPA
CAMPUS LIFE· 7:00 am EST August 30, 2017 · USA TODAY NETWORK Ashley May, USA
TODAY

Put down the venti and pick up a pencil — your grades may just rise.

5 torture-free ways to save up to
$1,000 by the holidays
CAMPUS LIFE· 4:00 am EST August 30, 2017 · NerdWallet

Get started now so your stocking can be full of cash come December.

LGBT college students, here's a
scholarship contest just for you
CAMPUS LIFE· 10:00 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Susannah Hutcheson

It’s called Live Proud on Campus.

15 must-know questions and
answers about the FAFSA
COLLEGE CHOICE· 9:30 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Student Loan Hero

Overwhelmed by FAFSA? Start here.

Free speech on campus? Not for
adjunct faculty, it seems
News· 6:13 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Kellie Bancalari

It’s becoming familiar: adjunct professor says something o�ensive,
gets �red.

For the first time, West Point's
top cadet is a black woman
News· 5:00 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Tom Vanden Brook, USA TODAY

A black woman is leading cadets at West Point for the �rst time in its
215-year history.

Instructor calls Harvey 'karma'
for Texas Republicans. University
fires him.
News· 3:51 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Ramsey Touchberry, University of Florida

The professor was “relieved of his duties.”

University of Miami to cover all
expenses for eligible DACA
students across Florida
News· 1:12 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Annika Hammerschlag

Starting next fall, the University of Miami is expanding its �nancial aid
program.

Ohio State rates No. 1 in the first
re-rank of the college football
season
News· 12:00 pm EST August 29, 2017 · Paul Myerberg, USA TODAY Sports
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The Buckeyes come out on top.

Here's how to help victims of
Hurricane Harvey
News· 8:00 am EST August 29, 2017 · Federico Martinez, San Angelo (Texas)
Standard-Times

From donations to volunteering, here’s how you can help.

How Texas universities are
coping with Harvey
News· 9:48 pm EST August 28, 2017 · Susannah Hutcheson

From school closures to �ooded buildings, here are how some Texas
colleges are faring in Harvey’s wake.

Study: Using emojis in email
makes you look dumb
CAMPUS LIFE· 8:30 pm EST August 28, 2017 · Brett Molina, USA TODAY

Turns out that you may not want to add that smiley face to your
email signature after all.

6 ways to make your dorm room
more eco-friendly
CAMPUS LIFE· 2:18 pm EST August 28, 2017 · Suzy Le Bel, University of Missouri

Most college students agree: Global warming is serious. Here’s what
you can do about it.

Washington Monthly's 2017 best
colleges list has some surprises
COLLEGE CHOICE· 1:18 am EST August 28, 2017 · Susannah Hutcheson

From Texas A&M to American Intercontinental University, the Best
College Guide from the Washington Monthly is here.

What happens when porn
becomes our sex ed
LIFESTYLE· 10:30 am EST August 27, 2017 · The Lala

It’s not like it is in the porno movies.

The surprising truth about how
the average American family
pays for college
COLLEGE CHOICE· 1:30 pm EST August 26, 2017 · Student Loan Hero

College is expensive. But doing your research can save you a lot of
money.

How I ditched debt: Getting an
education in student loans
CAMPUS LIFE· 8:00 am EST August 26, 2017 · NerdWallet

The Frugal Feminista got rid of $65,000 in debt — and you can, too.
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